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O n its acceptance trial before going to America to 
where it had been sold for £2,000,000 and with 

the American Representatives on board, the R 38 
crashed on the 24th August.1921 into the Humber just 
off Sammy’s Point - entrance to the River Hull, where 
the “Deep” a modern aquarium, now stands - with the 
loss of  44 lives out of 49 on board, including crew 
and other officials. One American and four British 
survived. The R 38 was built at Cardington, Bedford-
shire, by Short Brothers, the famous Flying Boat and 
Seaplane builders (the two Airship Sheds still stand). 
It had made its first flight on the 23rd June 1921 and 
on the 17th July it was flown to Howden. On the 23rd 
of August it was flown out over the North Sea for 
tests and was returning the next day in the late after-
noon over the Humber just offshore at the Hull side, 
maybe to show the residents the great ship for it was 
at that time the largest airship ever built, its length 
was 695 feet, 85.5 feet in diameter, with a speed of 70 
mph driven by 6 Sunbeam CossackV12 engines of 
350 hp each.  As it approached Sammy’s Point, offi-
cially it made some violent turns for test purposes 
(though maybe showing off to the Hull residence who 
were admiring it) which broke it in half at 2500 feet 
above the river. At approximately 5.30pm, the rear 
section (in which the survivors were) came down 
slowly and there was a reported explosion in the front 
section which set it on fire. It came down faster and 
fell on some of the crew who were in the water having 
jumped out first. 
 

As a youth it was still the talk of the older generation 
and I heard a number of stories from those who saw it 
happen for it could be seen for many a mile either side 
of the river. My father, then 15 was with his younger 
brother stooking wheat in a field near the Humber and 
was admiring this flying wonder when it broke in half 
and with the front half on fire fell into the river. My 
Mother then 13 who lived in Hull was near the Pier 
with her sister and saw it on fire still in the sky with 
the occupants jumping out into the river. Possibly the 
nearest man at this side of the river to see it was Alf 
Blanshard who lived and worked for his father at 
Neatgangs Farm in Neatgangs Lane and was working 
near the river, which was straight across from it, that 
evening. Ernest (Ginger) Dent whose family lived at 
the farm at Goxhill Haven acquired a coggy boat, 
most likely from Arthur Wright next door who owned 
a sloop, took his younger brothers and friends of the 
Birkett family who lived on a nearby farm and sculled 
them across the river to see it at close quarters. 
 

A Goxhill man who saw it from the ferry was George 
Parker Jnr, who worked in Hull - the ferry had just left 
Hull Pier on its way to New Holland. Gilbert Tyson of 
Goxhill whose family had the Hawthorne Gardens 

here and a wholesale Fruit & Vegetable business in 
Humber Street, Hull, told me that at the time he was 
in Holland and there was a photo in the Dutch Papers 
of the crash showing people standing on the Hull pier 
looking at it and there were some of their Humber 
Street staff in the photograph. 
 

In the following weeks the wreckage was recovered 
and landed on what was known as the Riverside Quay, 
300 yards or so up river from the Hull to New Holland 
Ferry Pier, where the Dutch produce boats the Bolton 
Abbey and Melrose Abbey ran daily for many decades 
bringing the Dutch vegetables for sale at the ware-
houses in Humber Street, and like the Goxhill-grown 
tomatoes were sold to retail shops throughout the 
towns in the North of England. 
 

There is a Memorial Plaque to commemorate the acci-
dent in the Western Cemetery on Spring Bank West in 
Hull; I assume the crew who lost their lives are buried 
there. 
 

It is always said or written that the R38 was from the 
airship shed at Howden, East Yorks, in actual fact it 
was at Spaldington a small village three-and-a-half 
miles north of Howden. In the late 1980s I was in the 
Spaldington area looking for a P-38 Lockheed Light-
ning aircraft crash site of a Goxhill aircraft which had 
crashed there in 1944 and I found time to stop off at 
the old airship shed site. Though the shed had been 
demolished many decades before, the concrete base 
still remained, and is possibly still there today. 
 

When the R38 was built it was recorded on Cine Cam-
era, and when it set off for its last flight at Howden 
the crew and passengers - which included some labo-
ratory workers and Americans – can be seen coming 
out of the airship shed to board it. After the crash the 
film shows boats rescuing the survivors and bodies, 
recovering the wreckage from the river, and the fu-
neral in Hull where the victims were buried at a ceme-
tery. This Cine Camera Film was put onto the modern 
day Video along with many more old films from the 
1920/30s of Grimsby, Cleethorpes and Hull. With in-
troduction and narration by Austin Mitchell, it was 
sold in 1993 as “Bygones 2” and could be purchased 
from local shops in the following years. 
 

In March 1936, a Zeppelin, the Hindenburg, largest 
airship ever built - 804 feet long and 135 feet in di-
ameter - made its first flight. It was flying a passenger 
service to America on the 30th June ‘36 and on the 
way there it came up the Humber from Spurn until it 
reached Goxhill and then turned to take it over Bar-
row and Leeds to the Irish Sea and onto the USA. It 
was approximately 12.15pm and I was in the school 
playground at the time. Because we lived in the Marsh  
 

Continued over the page... 

R38 Airship Crash 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


