
29 

 

O n the 31st M arch the spring migration was begin-ning to show signs of arriving. W ith two Little 
Egrets on the Out-marsh, the M arsh Harriers had re-
turned to their nesting sight for approximately the 
sixth year ongoing, with a W heatear on the Humber 
Bank at Klondyke. The 4th of April saw a Swallow 
flying north alongside the flood bank. The Yellow 
W agtails not to be left behind were arriving. From 
then on most of the usual summer migrants arrived in 
the following weeks, mainly the W arblers with the 
exception the Cuckoo that appears to be declining as a 
breeding bird at Goxhill, (no resident Cuckoos this 
year that I have heard). It is noticeable the W heatear is 
one of the first of migrants to appear on passage at 
Goxhill - there were more passing through in the first 
week of M ay, and it’s usual for them to take six weeks 
or so from first to last. Sand M artins are usually at the 
same time as the first W heatear though migration of 
them only takes a short time. The Swallows are a little 
later - though reports of sightings are given from the 
end of M arch, it is around 18th April when our local 
breeding pairs first arrive to stake out their territorial 
rights, and many do not arrive until the beginning of 
M ay – it’s sometimes up to the end of the second 
week before they arrive and take up residence at their 
nesting site (those seen in early April are usually on 
their way to nest further north). The Green Plover or 
Lapwing have nested once more, though in a minority, 
it is the fourth year that I seen a nest within the parish 
after an absence of approximately 50 years as a breed-
ing species. At least four fields were to host them, 
three fields with only one nest and one had three or 
maybe four pairs, of which I believe some were suc-
cessful in rearing some of their young to adults. Once 
they establish a colony they have more chance of be-
ing successful by driving away the predators such as 
M agpies and Carrion Crows - when one arrives near 
the field all the males take to the wing and attack with 
their war-cries. 
 

During April and M ay a single Little Egret (a small 
white Heron) has been seen on the out-marsh most of 
the time, and is also reported to be seen feeding in the 
drains at various places across the M arsh, there may 
be more than one of these living and feeding singly. 
These birds have been arriving in the country for 
some twenty years, living as vagrants, then in 1996 a 
pair nested on Brownsea Island, and have established 
a few more colonies on the south coast since, spread-
ing slowly up both the east and west coasts. On the 
Crossens M arsh at Southport I have seen them for the 
past five years; they are birds like the Herons nesting 
in trees or will nest reed beds, and can start with a sin-
gle pair before they are joined by a few others and a 
colony is established with increasing numbers as the 

years go by. If this happens at Goxhill will we see 
them in the village raiding the Gold-fish ponds as with 
the Herons from Thornton Abbey wood? I have seen 
these Herons when feeding young on a fine M ay or 
June evening flying across the river into Hull, several 
went at once each flying behind one another about 
half a mile apart, no-doubt to raid the fish-ponds for 
an easy meal: at M oat Farm in W elwick, a village just 
through Patrington on the way to Spurn Point, the old 
moat was full of Golden Carp and similar fish but was 
cleaned out within two years or so by Herons coming 
from Thornton Abbey. The owner told me they used 
to come from over Immingham Dock and across the 
Humber and being a “Yorkie,” he didn’t approve of 
“Yellow Belly Herons” taking his fish for free. The 
odd Egret was seen during the summer and 10 were 
reported at the East Halton end of Goxhill Outmarsh 
during the last week of August, while 17 were re-
ported at Patrington Haven, just across the river. I ex-
pect that the Goxhill ones were maybe some of the 
same party. 
 

The pair of resident Tawny Owls in the churchyard 
was successful in rearing three young this year, 
though last year they did a little better and reared four. 
The Barn Owls within the Parish are still doing well; 
we only have the odd pair of Little Owls which never 
seem to increase in numbers, while 60 years ago they 
were common as far as owls can be. Hedgehogs are 
still within parts the village, though they appear to be 
extinct in the M arsh possibly due to the disappearing 
Pastures, they visit our Chicken run to clean up any 
leftover pellets in the food trough and one was seen on 
the lawn tucking into a chicken carcass put out for a 
visiting fox, cleaning the meat off the bones that it left 
for Reynard. 
 

The third week of July saw the start of the waders re-
turning from their breeding grounds, first by the arri-
val of the Green Plover/Lapwing, followed by the 
Golden Plover, often not staying long before continu-
ing their migration. Our winter plovers come at a later 
date and stay the winter months. The Blacktailed God-
wits and Curlew were only a week behind - the God-
wits can often be seen feeding or resting on the fields 
inside the marsh, some days their numbers must reach 
almost a thousand, consisting of parties, any thing 
from 10 to several hundred. They have only arrived at 
Goxhill as winter visitors this last five years or so, 
first only around a hundred, then increased each year. 
This year their numbers could be described as an inva-
sion. The Bartailed Godwits can be seen in small 
numbers at times - the Blacktailed on the foreshore, 
while the bartailed have visited Goxhill mudflats for 
as long as I can remember (in general they only live  
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