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I REMEMBER in my teaching days, asking that
question when returning to school after the long six
week break.

So living in Goxhill, what did we do in the early
1960’s? To name but a few of our family activities: a
memorable one is :

‘A day on the River Bank’
On one particular day, Dennis and Myself (Ramona),
Kevin and Wendy teamed up with our widowed
neighbour, Eva Morris and her children Irene, Peter and
‘Tiggy’. We had prepared our bikes, the night before
(some borrowed). Each person carried some
‘equipment: this consisted of balls, bats, bottles of
water, tin kettle, teapot, tea, a cup each, sausages, bread
and individual jellies (my bright idea).

Arriving at the Haven, after a three mile bike ride; we
selected a spot, where there was a decent sized grassy
patch, beside the river. Now to work! In those days, the
bank was very different from today. We collected brick
waste,stones, and anything which would make a base
for our fire. Now everyone picked up twigs and wood
washed up by the tide; there was always plenty of that
in those days. We built the fire ready to light; then fixed
ourselves up with a ‘Rounders  Pitch’ Never was there
such fun and hilarity as this game of rounders, the ball
going into the mud, and one of us after it, slipping as
we ran. 

Now the children, and us were hungry! We had brought
matches for the fire (cheats!). Eventually we got it
going. I think it was we who invented smokey
sausages, and smokey cups of tea; But Hey we were
hungry! We ate everything, buns we had made; apple
pies now for the jelly!! Oh dear they had melted, so
everyone enjoyed a fruity drink.

At the end of our day, muddy, bedraggled, tired but
happy; we loaded our bikes, and set off on the three
mile ride home. We were so ‘mucky’, we had to wash
before having a bath. Tomorrow there would be all the
muddy clothes to put in the ‘dolly tub’ (no washing
machines). But we were all happy ‘mudlarks’, and slept
soundly.

Another favourite activity enjoyed by Kevin and friend
Jim Brennan (Still friends today).was: 

‘Let’s build a bike’
This was a job, lasting several days; Off they went to
the rubbish dump! In those days things were just
thrown in there, no ‘keeper’. They would come home

with wheels, pedals frames, chains, mudguards and
whatever they could find for the bike. These took
several days to collect.

Now they could start work. Dad’s sheds were raided for
tools to construct the bike; they spent hours on the
project. 

Sometimes they came home with a set of pram wheels;
to make a trolley; steered with a rope, no brakes!

At the end of the holiday, most of the things found their
way back to the tip.

How about a Rag Doll?
This was for Wendy and her friends; we had loads of
material; I spent hours with them, cutting out and
sewing, by hand, to make the doll. We chopped up all
sorts of material into small pieces to stuff the doll.We
made Doll Beds out of cardboard boxes; clothes from
old scraps; we always had a ‘rag bag’ in the days before
the ‘throw away society’.

Well I could go on forever, but that will not do! Just
one more activity that was enjoyed by all the Village.
That was the annual “Sunday School Outing” to
Cleethorpes on the train. We all packed up changes of
clothes, swimsuits, and as much food as we could carry
to last the day. The day was spent on the beach, as
much as possible; only at the last few minutes did we
go near the ‘slot machines’; money was limited. On a
sunny day it was great. Rainy days were best forgotten.

How different the children of today spend their
holidays, many going to foreign lands, or to stay in
hotels in this country. Most people have cars to travel
away from home. Then we only had bikes, if we were
lucky. A bike then was a means of transport not a toy. 

Today’s children will have a very different tale to tell of
their holiday. Well we must move with the times; but
not throw away our happy memories  Ramona Percy

What did you do in the
Summer Holidays?

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES 
Please have submissions for the Winter edition

of the Gander in by Saturday 5th November
Distribution 1st week of December
(for all date sensitive information)

email: goxhill-gander@fsmail.net 
If you would like to advertise in the Gander in

the next issue, please contact either 
Jeff Teasdale on 07774 671175 or 

Nicola Jones on 01469 532260



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


